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In this same debate, the Prime Minister, Mr. Ramsay MacDonald,
raised the delicate but crucial question of whether the new regime
in Germany could be trusted to carry out its undertakings.
The great difficulty is that, if no one believes it, we had better believe
no one. I am bound to say that sometimes I am almost driven into that
most uncomfortable position. It is no use talking about disarming by
agreement, it is no use talking about pacts, it is no use talking about co-
operation for peace unless you have had some experience which justifies
you in accepting the word of those with whom you are to co-operate.
The striking thing about these pronouncements was that they were
not mere expressions of individual feeling and opinion but were
supported by a consensus of the whole House. This unanimity was
emphasized by both Sir Austen Chamberlain and Miss Rathbone in
the debate on the 13th April, and by Sir Austen Chamberlain again
in the debate on the 5th July; and on both these occasions the point
was driven home by the Foreign Secretary, Sir John Simon, a propos
of the Nazi persecution of the Jews.
This debate [Sir John Simon said on the 13th April] has been especially
useful because it has expressed the deep, general and, I might say,
universal feeling that is entertained in this country on the recent treat-
ment of Jews and other minorities in Germany. I do not think it would
be out of place if I say now, speaking as a Member of the Government,
that it would be a profound mistake for any one in any country to
imagine that this/eeling is either limited to or instigated by members of
the Jewish community. On the contrary, it is a spontaneous expression
and it is an inevitable expression of the attachment which we all feel to
the principle of racial toleration. ... It is not a Jewish outlook and it is
not merely the outlook of a section or of a party; it is what may truly
be called the Anglo-Saxon outlook. It is the outlook of those who have
inherited traditions which have been common to England and Germany
alike. I make these observations knowing well the responsibility which
rests upon the Government in such a matter, and I do not believe that
we should be expressing the feelings of the country if I did not associate
myself with what has been said on this subject to-day.
These words were explicitly recalled and deliberately re-affirmed by
Sir John Simon on the 5th July.
There have been very general indications of a feeling of distress and
concern about the situation in which certain minorities find themselves
in Germany—and I by no means confine myself to the Jews. I will only
say, as I said before, that I am perfectly convinced—and it is well that
others in other countries should realize it—that what has been said to-
day is not said in any spirit of narrow criticism or sectionalism. It is the
real expression of the reaction of the British people as a whole. ...
I will add this. There is ia this country, and there has been for many
years past, a great body of opinion that has been by no means blind to
the claims of the great German people to sympathetic consideration in

